
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal 

discipleship through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a 

church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace 

characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Tracing the Seed Promise 
November 28, 2010 – 1st Sunday of Advent 

Prepared by Patrick J. Griffiths 
 

Slide 1 – The Bible 
The Bible is a well crafted literary work.  In fact, it is The Story from which all stories 
find their footing.  The desire of this short article is to note how the Son and His 
seed is The Story.  Before going any further, let us acknowledge that everyone has an 

agenda.  Regardless how obscure or open this agenda is, there is always an underlying element that 
motives the story.   

 

Slide 2 – The “Agenda” 
In the November issue of WORLD magazine, Andree Seu comments on this idea in 
her short editorial entitled, “Real Life: Those who try to define it for us always have 
an agenda (November 20, 2010, 91).”  Her comments are insightful. 

 
“What is the purpose of telling stories, ever think of that? Here is a better question: What is God's 
purpose in telling stories? God Himself is a storyteller, and we are to be ‘imitators of God’ (Ephesians 
5:1). What kinds of characters does He draw? What is His agenda in telling the story? Every writer of 
movies, plays, and musicals has an agenda. From The Three Little Pigs to Brokeback Mountain, 
somebody is sending you a message, spliced in with the Pepsi ads. Call it ideological product 
placement, or embedded marketing. What is ‘real life’? Who are you going to let define it for you?” 
 
God has an agenda in creating.  There is an agenda behind the Trinity and incarnation, the cross and 
resurrection.  This agenda drives The Story.   

 

Slide 3 – The Big Idea  - “The Triumph of the Son and His Seed” 

 
4 “But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 5 

even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ 
(by grace you have been saved), 6 and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace 
in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus” (Eph. 2:4-7). 
 
“Father, I desire that they also, whom You have given Me, be with Me where I am, so that they may 
see My glory which You have given Me, for You loved Me before the foundation of the world” (John 
17:24). 

 

Slide 4 – Prologue 
“I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most 
High” (Isa. 14:14). 
 
3 “Let no one in any way deceive you, for it will not come unless the apostasy comes 
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first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction, 4 who opposes and exalts 
himself above every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, 
displaying himself as being God” (2 Thess. 2:3, 4). 
 
1 “Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2 And after He 
had fasted forty days and forty nights, He then became hungry. 3 And the tempter came and said to 
Him, "If You are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread” (Matt. 4:1-3). 
 
Genesis 3:15 is not a reaction by God because of an accident within humanity.  Genesis 3:15 is part of 
the Story written from the beginning.  When God created all things He equally created Lucifer, a 
significant and notable angel of light.  Lucifer rebelled against God.  This rebellion was directed at the 
second member of the God-head.  Lucifer loathed the Son’s unique status and desired to replace Him 
by destroying Him.   Prior to Adam’s sin, Lucifer was already seeking to destroy the Son and then the 
Son’s seed.  This pursuit of destruction can be traced throughout the Word of God.  Every inclusion 
of perceived folly in the seed’s journey is the triumph of the woman’s seed in God’s march toward 
fulfillment and victory.  The temptation of Jesus in the wilderness is his attempt at thwarting the 
Son’s victory.  In the Garden of Gethsemane he was there whispering doubt and denial.  At the cross 
he genuinely believed he had stopped The Story.  His rage against the woman’s seed has only 
accelerated by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. 

 

Slide 5 – Genesis 3:15 
Genesis 3:15 is not the beginning of the seed promise.  The Son and His seed 
predate our introduction to the Story in Genesis 3.  Jesus Christ is the fullest and 
final embodiment of the woman’s seed promised in Genesis 3:15 whereby the 

serpent’s head would be crushed.  If one were to work back from the fulfillment to the initial promise 
through the various shadows, they would see how The Story unfolds.   

 

Slide 6 – Advent - Longing 
“Now the man had relations with his wife Eve, and she conceived and gave birth to 
Cain, and she said, ‘I have gotten a manchild with the help of the LORD’” (Gen. 
4:1). 

 
11 “All the people who were in the court, and the elders, said, ‘We are witnesses. May the LORD make 
the woman who is coming into your home like Rachel and Leah, both of whom built the house of 
Israel; and may you achieve wealth in Ephrathah and become famous in Bethlehem. 12 Moreover, may 
your house be like the house of Perez whom Tamar bore to Judah, through the offspring which the 
LORD will give you by this young woman.’ 13 So Boaz took Ruth, and she became his wife, and he 
went in to her. And the LORD enabled her to conceive, and she gave birth to a son. 14 Then the 
women said to Naomi, ‘Blessed is the LORD who has not left you without a redeemer today, and 
may his name become famous in Israel’” (Ruth 4:11-14). 
 
The promise of Genesis 3:15 create longing within His people for fulfillment.  From the very 
beginning of child-bearing, each birth held hope that this child would be the one who would bring an 
end to the serpent and his seed. 
 

Genesis 3:15
• 14 The LORD God said to the serpent, 

"Because you have done this, Cursed are 
you more than all cattle, And more than 

every beast of the field; On your belly you 

will go, And dust you will eat All the days of 
your life;
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And you shall bruise him on the heel."
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The seed promise and the longing of God’s people can be traced through four larger movements: 
Primeval history (Gen. 1-11), Patriarchal history (Gen. 12-50), Judicial history (Exod. – 1 Sam.), 
Monarchical history (1 Sam. 1-Malachi) and finally Jesus (Matt. 1-Rev. 22).   
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Slide 7 – The Seed Promise 
Adam – Seth 
3 “When Adam had lived one hundred and thirty years, he became the father of a 
son in his own likeness, according to his image, and named him Seth. . . 6 Seth lived 

one hundred and five years, and became the father of Enosh. . . 32 Noah was five hundred years old, 
and Noah became the father of Shem, Ham, and Japheth” (Gen. 5:3, 6, 32). 
 
Noah – Shem 
10 “These are the records of the generations of Shem. Shem was one hundred years old, and became 
the father of Arpachshad two years after the flood; . . . 27 Now these are the records of the generations 
of Terah. Terah became the father of Abram, Nahor and Haran; and Haran became the father of Lot” 
(Gen. 11:10, 27). 
 
Abraham – Isaac 
15 “Then God said to Abraham, ‘As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her name Sarai, but Sarah 
shall be her name. 16 I will bless her, and indeed I will give you a son by her. Then I will bless her, and 
she shall be a mother of nations; kings of peoples will come from her.’ 17 Then Abraham fell on his 
face and laughed, and said in his heart, ‘Will a child be born to a man one hundred years old? And 
will Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a child?’ 18 And Abraham said to God, ‘Oh that Ishmael 
might live before You!’ 19 But God said, ‘No, but Sarah your wife will bear you a son, and you shall 
call his name Isaac; and I will establish My covenant with him for an everlasting covenant for his 
descendants after him. 20 As for Ishmael, I have heard you; behold, I will bless him, and will make 
him fruitful and will multiply him exceedingly. He shall become the father of twelve princes, and I 
will make him a great nation. 21 But My covenant I will establish with Isaac, whom Sarah will bear to 
you at this season next year.’ 22 When He finished talking with him, God went up from Abraham” 
(Gen. 17:15-22). 
 
Isaac 
12 “He had a dream, and behold, a ladder was set on the earth with its top reaching to heaven; and 
behold, the angels of God were ascending and descending on it. 13 And behold, the LORD stood 
above it and said, ‘I am the LORD, the God of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac; the land on 
which you lie, I will give it to you and to your descendants. 14 Your descendants will also be like the 
dust of the earth, and you will spread out to the west and to the east and to the north and to the 
south; and in you and in your descendants shall all the families of the earth be blessed. 15 Behold, I am 
with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave 
you until I have done what I have promised you’” (Gen. 28:12-15). 

 

Slide 8 – The Seed Promise 
Jacob – Leah 
16 “Now Laban had two daughters; the name of the older was Leah, and the name of 
the younger was Rachel. 17 And Leah's eyes were weak, but Rachel was beautiful of 

form and face. 18 Now Jacob loved Rachel, so he said, ‘I will serve you seven years for your younger 
daughter Rachel. . .’ 31 Now the LORD saw that Leah was unloved, and He opened her womb, but 
Rachel was barren. 32 Leah conceived and bore a son . . . 35 And she conceived again and bore a son 
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and said, ‘This time I will praise the LORD.’ Therefore she named him Judah. Then she stopped 
bearing” (Gen. 29:16-18, 31, 32, 35). 
 
“The scepter shall not depart from Judah, Nor the ruler's staff from between his feet, Until Shiloh 
comes, And to him shall be the obedience of the peoples” (Gen. 49:10). 
 
“I see him, but not now; I behold him, but not near; A star shall come forth from Jacob, A scepter 
shall rise from Israel, And shall crush through the forehead of Moab, And tear down all the sons of 
Sheth” (Num. 24:17). 
 
Judah – Tamar 
24 “Now it was about three months later that Judah was informed, ‘Your daughter-in-law Tamar has 
played the harlot, and behold, she is also with child by harlotry." Then Judah said, "Bring her out and 
let her be burned!’ 25 It was while she was being brought out that she sent to her father-in-law, saying, 
‘I am with child by the man to whom these things belong.’ And she said, ‘Please examine and see, 
whose signet ring and cords and staff are these?’ 26 Judah recognized them, and said, ‘She is more 
righteous than I, inasmuch as I did not give her to my son Shelah.’ And he did not have relations 
with her again. 27 It came about at the time she was giving birth, that behold, there were twins in her 
womb. 28 Moreover, it took place while she was giving birth, one put out a hand, and the midwife 
took and tied a scarlet thread on his hand, saying, ‘This one came out first.’ 29 But it came about as he 
drew back his hand, that behold, his brother came out. Then she said, ‘What a breach you have made 
for yourself!’ So he was named Perez. 30 Afterward his brother came out who had the scarlet thread 
on his hand; and he was named Zerah” (Gen. 38:24-30). 

 

Slide 9 – The Seed Promise Perez – Salmon – Boaz – Obed – Jesse - David 
“The sons of Judah: Er and Onan and Shelah and Perez and Zerah (but Er and Onan 
died in the land of Canaan). And the sons of Perez were Hezron and Hamul” (Gen. 
46:12). 

 
18 “Now these are the generations of Perez: to Perez was born Hezron, 19 and to Hezron was born 
Ram, and to Ram, Amminadab, 20 and to Amminadab was born Nahshon, and to Nahshon, Salmon,  
21 and to Salmon was born Boaz, and to Boaz, Obed, 22 and to Obed was born Jesse, and to Jesse, 
David” (Ruth 4:18-22). 
 
3 “Judah was the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, Perez was the father of Hezron, and Hezron the 
father of Ram. 4 Ram was the father of Amminadab, Amminadab the father of Nahshon, and 
Nahshon the father of Salmon. 5 Salmon was the father of Boaz by Rahab, Boaz was the father of 
Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse” (Matt. 1:3-5). 
 
32 “the son of Jesse, the son of Obed, the son of Boaz, the son of Salmon, the son of Nahshon, 33 the son 
of Amminadab, the son of Admin, the son of Ram, the son of Hezron, the son of Perez, the son of 
Judah,” (Luke 3:32, 33). 
 
6 
“The sons sons of Zerah were Zimri, Ethan, Heman, Calcol and Dara; five of them in all. 7 The son of 
Carmi was Achar, the troubler of Israel, who violated the ban. 8 The son of Ethan was Azariah. 9 Now 
the sons of Hezron, who were born to him were Jerahmeel, Ram and Chelubai. 10 Ram became the 
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father of Amminadab, and Amminadab became the father of Nahshon, leader of the sons of Judah; 
11 Nahshon became the father of Salma, Salma became the father of Boaz, 12 Boaz became the father of 
Obed, and Obed became the father of Jesse; 13 and Jesse became the father of . . . 15 David the seventh” 
(1 Chron. 2:6-15). 
 

Slide 10 - The Moabites 
1. Lot’s child/grandchild (Gen. 19) 
2. When the Israelites wandered in the wilderness, the leadership of Moab sought 

to aggressively curse the people of Israel (Num. 22; Num. 24:17 [Balaam]).  
3. The Moabites are portrayed as immoral and idolatrous and a means of attacking the seed of the 

woman in Numbers 25:1ff (Judges 10:6; 1 Kings 11:7, 33). 
4. The eschatos speaks of Moab and Ammon in subjection to the nation of Israel (Isa. 11:14; Zeph. 2:9).   
5. The Prophets speak emphatically against the nation of Moab and her future destruction (Isa. 15, 

16; Jere. 25:17-27; 48; Amos 2).  
 

 

Slide 11, 12, 13 – Jesus 
31 “And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, 
and you shall name Him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be 
called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give Him 
the throne of His father David; 33 and He will reign over the 

house of Jacob forever, and His kingdom will have no end” (Luke 1:31-33). 
 

4 “But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, 
born under the Law, 5 so that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that 
we might receive the adoption as sons” (Gal. 4:4, 5). 
 
Why is this narrative so significant in our journey within the Story and toward 

God’s fulfillment?  The Story we find ourselves in is often replete with twists and turns that make no 
earthly sense.  It is often marked by heartache and sorrow.  We are lonely and isolated with feelings 
of insignificance and inadequacy.  Many within the line of promise failed to cling to the hope of a 
future seed.  Many are swallowed up in the dark recesses of forgotten times.  Yet God is always 
working and nothing is obscure or unmarked by God.  He knits our sin into His Story and although it 
would appear safer to believe God reacts, there is so much inclusion that it would appear God is the 
teller of the tale and we are the subjects who support the ongoing advancement of His Story. 
 
No one would read the various pieces of Moab and conclude them as part of the Messiah’s lineage.  
Who would write such a Story whereby the prophesied seed of the woman would crush the head of 
the serpent in Genesis 3:15 coming from an incestuous union?   
 
How many of us have been the consequence of rape or incest or are unwanted children and thus have 
felt like the outcast and offspring of rejection, yet God has written into His Story such earthly 
tragedy.  Why?  Fundamentally it is so no one can boast, and so that His people might trust Him even 
when the night is dark and the journey long. 
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God brings us into such seasons so that we might long for His coming.  If you are so embedded in 
the things of this world that to leave would be loss, then I would invite you to consider the claim of 
Christ on your life.  If you find yourself swallowed up by the pain of rejection and loss and bitterness 
and heartache, then I would invite you to remember the Story.   
 
You might be the Naomi or the Ruth or the Elimelech within your own Story.  Friend, God has not 
abandoned you.  You are a part of His one Story.  May He enable us to rest in Him knowing He is too 
wise to make a mistake and too loving to be unkind. 
 

Slide 14 - The Next Step 
1. God has written a Story.  This Story is agenda driven. 
2. This Story includes rage and rebellion against the Son and His Seed. 
3. The World, the flesh and the Devil all work against the Son and His Seed. 
4. Conflict is a part of all existence.  We must recognize it as such and rest in the 

certainty of His victory. 
 

Slide 15 – Next Week 
• The Historical Context for the Book of Ruth (Ruth 1:1ff) 
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